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Abstract

The Arabic language has become remarkably popular in recent
times with the increasing number of Muslims in all countries of the world.
Furthermore, the huge demand to learn it from non-Arab in Arab countries
and non-Arab educational institutions make the scientists in this area of
expertise think about the means to facilitate the students’ acquisition of
Arabic language. It is believed that the most important means is to create
a linguistic environment with all its activities and language acquisition
programs. Islamic Boarding School of Darussalam Gontor (Pondok Modern
Darussalam Gontor) was fully aware of the need to create a linguistic
environment when the direct method was in sight at the turn of the century.
It was used by Islamic Boarding School of Darussalam Gontor as a basic
method of teaching Arabic and this iinstitution was making efforts to create
an encouraging atmosphere for all its students to learn Arabic. Through
various language activities and games, this institution has organized
competitions in speech, theatre, debate and other competitions in Arabic in
addition to forming a section in the student organization that manages the
language activities within this institution. For this purpose, Islamic Boarding
School of Darussalam Gontor has developed a special approach to make it
easier for its students to acquire Arabic language. It is noteworthy that this
institution has not relied on modern methods and advanced technology in
its education. Rather, it relied on the linguistic environment which cover
activities to improve it.

Keywords: Linguistic environment, Islamic boarding school of Darussalam
Gontor, Arabic teaching, Direct method, Acquisition of foreign language.
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